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News            from Rep. Stephanie Herseth
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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449
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Misguided            Priorities Lead to Funding Shortfalls for Water Projects, Veterans,            Children’s Health Care, IHS
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Herseth Statement On The President's 2008 Budget

            President George W. Bush today released his budget blueprint for fiscal            year 2008. In his proposals, the president recommended a significant            cut to programs that benefit South Dakotans, including water projects,            veterans’ benefits, children's health care and the Indian Health Service.            
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“There is no question            that we face a daunting fiscal situation,” U.S. Rep Stephanie Herseth            said, “but I will not support a budget that expects South Dakotans to            absorb the bulk of the sacrifice necessary to address it. This is a            budget of misplaced priorities.” 
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The president's            budget recommends $15 million in funding for Lewis and Clark Rural Water            System and a total of $29 million for Mni Wiconi, both significant reductions            from previous years' funding, and far below the amount required by those            projects to remain on schedule. Herseth said, “Once again, the administration            has short-changed South Dakota water projects. I always view the president’s            budget as a starting point, but this funding level once again goes in            the wrong direction. The delegation is going to have to work hard to            get Lewis and Clark, in particular, the funding it deserves." 
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Outside of the expansive            infrastructure projects in the state, the budget places other significant            burdens on many South Dakotans. For example, the budget again proposes            annual enrollment fees and increasing pharmacy co-payments for certain            veterans. Herseth said, "Shifting the burden for veterans health            care to veterans themselves is immoral and would break our promise to            the men and women who have served and sacrificed." President Bush            made a similar proposal in his budget for 2007. Rep. Herseth joined            with a bipartisan group of Members of Congress to defeat that proposal            and restore the funding. 
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The president is            also recommending cutting $78 billion from the Medicaid and Medicare            programs over five years, while at the same time underfunding the Children's            Health Insurance Program. South Dakota currently has 123,000 recipients            of Medicare benefits whose care could be compromised by the president’s            proposed cut. Herseth said, "The Children’s Health Insurance Program            provides health care coverage for more than 11,000 children in South            Dakota. These kids aren’t responsible for the budget mess in Washington,            and we shouldn’t be forcing them to pay the cost for the inability of            this administration to make fiscally responsible decisions."

 15 / 18



Herseth Statement On The President's 2008 Budget

Additionally, the            president's budget request cuts vital programs that serve Native Americans.            Last year, Representative Herseth joined a number of her colleagues            to defeat the president's effort to zero-fund the Urban Indian Health            Program. Despite the broad bipartisan support that helped to reinstate            the program's $33 million budget, the president has again proposed to            eliminate the program in FY08. Eliminating the Urban Indian Health Program            would threaten important health centers in Pierre, Aberdeen, and Sioux            Falls. 
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Herseth is a member            of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats committed to            fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is co-chair of the            Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raise the profile of issues            important to rural America. She also serves on three committees vital            to South Dakota's interest: Agriculture, Veterans' Affairs and Natural            Resources. 

 17 / 18



Herseth Statement On The President's 2008 Budget

#            # #

     
   

 18 / 18


